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SUBJECT: SOMALIA-ETHIOPIA CONFLICT: TANGOV CONCERN ABOUT 
WESTERN POSITION 

REF: DAR ES SALAAM 0267 

1 . DURING VISIT WITH NYERERE IN BUTIAMA 23 JANUARY, NYERERE'S 
PRESS SECRETARY MDEE DREW ME ASIDE AND ASKED IF I HAD ANY 
FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE MEETING IN WASHINGTON OVER THE 
WEEKEND OF US AND SOME EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVES REGARDING 

THE ETHIOPIA-SOMALIA CONFLICT, ABOUT WHICH NYERERE HAD EXPRESSED 
SPECIAL INTEREST TO US ON 21 JANUARY (REFTEL). I REPLIED THAT I 
HAD NOTHING YET OTHER THAN WHAT HAD BEEN ON VOA AND HAD APPEARED 
IN 23 JANUARY LOCAL PRESS TO EFFECT THAT WASHINGTON MEETING 
PARTICIPANTS EXPRESSED CONVICTION THAT LASTING SOLUTION TO 
ETHIOPIA-SOMALIA PROBLEM REQUIRES NEGOTIATIONS RATHER THAN 
FLIGHTING AND THAT OAU EFFORTS TO RESOLVE PROBLEM SHOULD BE 
SUPPORTED. I ADDED THAT LOCAL PRESS REPORT ON SUBJECT 
INCLUDED US POSITION AGAINST ARMS FOR EITHER SIDE. 

2. MDEE, WHO OCCUPIES POSITION MKAPA HAD SHORTLY BEFORE BECOMING 
FORNMINISTER AND WHO HAS BEEN IN BUTIAMA WITH NYERERE FOR PAST 
FIVE WEEKS, REPEATED NYERERE'S CONCERN ABOUT EVENTS IN HORN AND 
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HIS CURIOSITY ABOUT RECENT WASHINGTON MEETING ON SUBJECT. HE 
SAID THEY ALL WERE WORRIED ABOUT RECENT REPORTS OF WEST GERMAN 
FINANCIAL AID FOR SOMALIA "THAT WILL CERTAINLY BE USED FOR 
WEAPONS ACQUISITION ", AND HOPED THAT WAS NOT A PRECEDENT FOR 
OTHER ACTION BY WEST AND ITS FRIENDS. MDEE SAID TANGOV 
APPRECIATES USG POLICY OF HANDS OFF BOTH SIDES, ALTHOUGH THEY 
FEEL ONE CANNOT CRITICIZE OUTSIDE MILITARY AID TO ETHIOPIA AS 
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LONG AS ITS TERRITORY REMAINS UNDER OCCUPATION. "YOU ARE DRIVING 
ETHIOPIA INTO ARMS OF SOVIETS, AND WE DON'T WANT THAT EITHER," 

HE ADDED. HE ALSO EXPRESSED TANGOV CONCERN ABOUT SOMALIA 
DESIGNS ON KENYA IF UNCHECKED IN ETHIOPIA. MDEE CALLED ON US AND 
OTHERS WHO ATTENDED RECENT WASHINGTON MEETING TO ISSUE FORTHRIGHT 
PUBLIC STATEMENT NOTING THAT ETHIOPIA IS VICTIM OF AGRESSION 
AND OCCUPATION, AND THAT NEGOTIATIONS— NECESSARY AS THEY ARE 
TO LASTING SOLUTION OF ETHIOPIA-SOMALIA DIFFERENCES- ARE 
IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL OCCUPATION ENDS. 

3. MDEE ENDED DISCUSSION WITH REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION 
ON WASHINGTON MEETING OTHER THAN THAT REFERRED TO PARA 1 
ABOVE. IN VIEW OF TWICE-REPEATED INTEREST BY SENIOR TANGOV 
OFFICIALS IN SUBJECT, WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANY INFORMATION 
ABOUT WASHINGTON MEETING THAT DEPARTMENT WOULD WISH SHARE 
WITH TANGOV BEYOND THAT CONTAINED IN PRESS STATEMENTS. 

WALKER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, BOUNDARY CLAIMS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978DARES00315 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780036-0395 

Format: TEL 

From: DAR ES SALAAM 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 31 /aaaaazja. tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 84ed24e1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 DAR ES SALAAM 267 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3726901 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOMALIA-ETHIOPIA CONFLICT: TANGOV CONCERN ABOUT WESTERN POSITION 
TAGS: MOPS, PBOR, ET, SO, TZ, (NYERERE, JULIUS K) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/84ed24e1-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



